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2015 Top Policy Issues 



Finance 



"A central problem is that two-year colleges are 
asked to educate those students with the 
greatest needs, using the least funds, and in 
increasingly separate and unequal institutions. 
Our higher education system, like the larger 
society, is growing more and more unequal. We 
need radical innovations that redesign 
institutions and provide necessary funding 
tied to performance." 

Source: Bridging the Higher Education Divide: Strengthening Community 
College’s and Restoring the American Dream, 2013 



Community College Revenue Sources 
(Tuition/Fees, Local Property Taxes, State General Fund) 
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State General Fund 30% 29% 34% 37% 39% 46% 53% 55% 52% 55% 54% 53% 53% 48% 45% 45% 45% 44% 46% 41% 39% 31% 35% 29%
PropertyTaxes 50% 50% 44% 40% 37% 31% 23% 22% 24% 22% 22% 22% 22% 22% 23% 23% 23% 24% 22% 23% 22% 24% 21% 24%
Tuition/fees 20% 21% 22% 22% 24% 23% 23% 22% 23% 23% 24% 25% 26% 30% 32% 32% 32% 32% 31% 36% 39% 45% 44% 47%
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State Appropriations to Community Colleges 



Completion Agenda (Or Access to 
What?) 
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Source: Reclaiming the American Dream: Community Colleges and the Nation’s Future, 2012 

“The American Dream is at risk. 
Community colleges can help 
reclaim it. But stepping up to the 
challenge will require dramatic 
redesign of these institutions, 
their missions, and most 
critically, students’ educational 
experiences.” 

  



Building On Our Commitment to Student Success 

Student 
Success 

Structured First-Year Experience 
Learning Communities 

Fast Track Program in Dev Ed 

10 Oregon Community Colleges 

New Student Orientation 
Student Success Course 

Tutoring Services 
Early Academic Warning Process 

17 Oregon Community Colleges 

Placement Prep Experience 
Supplemental Instruction 

Services 

7 Oregon Community Colleges 

Source: Oregon Secretary of State Audit, 2015  
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