Advising Placement Questions for Reading and Writing
These discussion areas/questions may add more specificity to the document – Advising Notes for Decision
Zone. Additionally, questions regarding study, learning skills, and motivation are closely linked to reading,
writing, and college success so this may a be part of the discussion as well. These questions/discussion areas
emphasize a strengths approach for the placement discussion.
‐Tell me about a course you took in high school that you enjoyed and did well in.
‐What made the course enjoyable for you?
‐Tell me about the reading and writing requirements you did for the course.
‐If a text book was used, how did you use the book? Did you skim the book, answer end of
chapter questions, read it thoroughly? What strategies did you use to understand what you
read and also recall that information?
‐What do you read for pleasure – books, magazines, blogs, internet information?
‐Generally speaking, do you usually understand what you read? Is there a difference between
understanding reading content for classes and reading for pleasure?

What types of writing assignments did you have? Did you have to do any type of a research project
and write about it?
‐Do you consider yourself to have strong writing skills?
‐Tell me what factors are important for you in being a good writer.
‐Are there any writing skills that you feel you could improve on?

‐What about any reading skills that you feel you could benefit from learning?
‐What about study skills? What works for you? What about studying for a test in a subject that you
don’t like so much?

‐Let’s talk about a class that you did not do as well as you wanted to.
‐What was the difference between this class and the class you were successful in?
‐Ask variations of the above questions.
‐Do you believe it was skill level and/or motivation or both that contributed to difficulty in this class?
‐What strategies do you use to pass/do well in a course that you’re not that interested or that you find
difficult?
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