Budget Student Testimony Template – Option 3
Note: Please keep testimonies to under 2 minutes long.

[bookmark: _Hlk132968027]Good morning, Co-Chairs Frederick and McLain and members of the committee. My name is [NAME] and I am a student at [COMMUNITY COLLEGE NAME]. I am here today to speak about the importance of funding for the Community College Support Fund.
Community colleges are a vital resource for students in Oregon. They are the affordable option for higher education and serve students of all backgrounds and skill levels. For students like me who face significant barriers to accessing post-secondary education and training, community colleges are a lifeline. By providing affordable education and wraparound services like tutoring, counseling, and financial aid, community colleges help ensure that every student has the opportunity to achieve their academic and career goals.
Oregonians rely on community colleges to provide the skills and training necessary to attain jobs in local industries. Community colleges are a key partner in the workforce development ecosystem, providing training and education that prepares students for high-demand jobs in growing industries. By investing in community colleges, we are investing in the economic vitality of our state and ensuring that our workforce is prepared for the challenges of the 21st century.
[TALK ABOUT HOW YOUR COLLEGE HAS HELPED YOU GAIN THE SKILLS YOU NEED FOR A JOB]
In conclusion, I urge you to increase funding for the Community College Support Fund. Doing so will ensure that every student in Oregon has access to affordable, high-quality education and the support they need to succeed. Thank you for your time and consideration.

