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Oregon Community College Association

April 17, 2026

Dear Members of the All-Oregon Academic Team,

Congratulations on being selected as members of

the All-Oregon Academic Team! This recognition
celebrates your dedication, resilience, and outstanding
academic achievement. Enclosed, you'll find the All-
Oregon Academic Team Recognition Program, which
highlights the accomplishments that brought you and
other remarkable community college students from
around the state to this moment.

Your community college journey is about more than classes and credits; it's about
growth, momentum, and possibility. Community colleges open doors, create
opportunities, and meet students where they are. Your success reflects not only
your hard work, but also your willingness to take on challenges, keep going, and
aim higher along the way.

By earning this recognition, you're helping redefine what’s possible, both for
yourselves and for others who see their own potential reflected in your story.
You are leaders and role models, showing that determination and curiosity can
take you anywhere. Whether your next step is transferring, launching a career,
or serving your community, you are already making an impact.

On behalf of the Oregon Community College Association Board of Directors,
congratulations on this well-deserved honor. We are proud to celebrate you and
excited to see where your talents and ambitions lead. Keep asking questions,
lifting others up, and chasing the goals that matter most to you.

With admiration and best wishes,

o g

Andrew Speer
President
OCCA Board of Directors



Keynote Speaker: Senator Janeen Sollman
Oregon State Senator

Senator Sollman has represented her
community in western Washington County
for over 30 years as a resident and community
leader. She has spent more than 26 years

with Vernier Science Education and previously
served on the Hillsboro School Board. Her
focus is on building strong partnerships
between schools, businesses, and communities
to strengthen Oregon’s future workforce.

In the 2026 Legislative Session, Senator Sollman served on the Senate
Education Committee and co-chaired the Joint Ways and Means Committee
on Education, underscoring her commitment to student success and education.

Senator Sollman has been a steadfast champion for investments in workforce
education, specifically in semiconductor workforce training. Senator Sollman’s
efforts in securing state investments have made it possible for community
colleges to upgrade technology and strengthen industry partnerships, and
ensure Oregon remains competitive for rapidly evolving workforce needs.

In recognition of her strong dedication and commitment to community
colleges, Oregon Community College Association presented Senator Sollman
with the 2025 Howard Cherry Community College Advocate Award.
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Featured Student Speakers

Every year, the Oregon Community College Association (OCCA) Member
Services Committee selects several students to share their educational journeys
at the All-Oregon Academic Team Awards Luncheon.

The Committee is made up of local college board members, staff, and presidents.
The criteria used for selecting the student speakers is based on academic
excellence, leadership, and community service while pursuing an associate degree,
as well as the obstacles they have overcome on their path to an education.

These stories are powerful and inspiring, and OCCA would like to thank these
students for having the courage to share them with all of us today.

Stephen Zeller Savannah West
All-Oregon Academic Team Scholar All-Oregon Academic Team Scholar
Portland Community College Linn-Benton Community College

Lutlle .

Jay Freilinger

All-Oregon Academic Team Scholar
Chemeketa Community College




All-USA Academlc Team Recognition
r Ray Baurer

All-USA Academic Team Recognition
Clackamas Community College

The All-USA Academic Team recognizes
high-achieving college students who
demonstrate academic excellence, intellectual
rigor, leadership, and service that extends
beyond the classroom to benefit society.
Only 50 students are selected nationwide
for this prestigious honor. Chosen by college
nomination, this recognition includes both
transfer and workforce students and
provides a scholarship of $3,000.

New Century Scholars

The New Century Scholarships recognize the highest-scoring All-USA Academic
Team applicants in each state. The Workforce Pathway Scholarship honors
students planning to enter the workforce after completing a two-year credential,
while the Transfer Pathway Scholarship recognizes students intending to transfer
to a four-year institution. Sponsored by The Coca-Cola Foundation, The Coca-
Cola Scholars Foundation, the Association of Community College Trustees, and
Phi Theta Kappa, these awards provide a scholarship of $1,500 for Workforce
recipients and $2,750 for Transfer recipients.

Ray Baurer Amanda Payne

New Century Transfer Scholar New Century Workforce Scholar
Clackamas Community College Central Oregon Community College



Coca-Cola Community College
Academic Team Scholar

The Coca-Cola Academic Team Scholarship recognizes 125 high-achieving college
students who demonstrate academic excellence, intellectual rigor, leadership, and
service beyond the classroom that benefits society. Sponsored by The Coca-Cola
Scholars Foundation, this honor provides a scholarship of $1,300.

Larea Guido-May

Academic Team Scholar
Lane Community College

About Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society

The purpose of Phi Theta Kappa is to recognize and encourage N\
scholarship among two-year college students. To achieve this ?
purpose, Phi Theta Kappa provides opportunity for the

development of leadership and service, for an intellectual climate,
for exchange of ideas and ideals, for lively fellowship for scholars,
and for stimulation of interest in continuing academic excellence.

All-State Community College Academic Team

Phi Theta Kappa, community college presidents, and community college

state associations sponsor All-State Community College Academic Team
ceremonies in 38 participating states. Students nominated to the national All-
USA Community College Academic Team / Coca-Cola Community College
Academic Team are automatically named to the All-State Community College
Academic Teams. Ranking on the All-State Community College Academic Teams
is generally determined by the student’s score in the national competition.

All-State Community College Academic Team recognition ceremonies vary
by state but are most often held in or near the state capitol with legislators,
education leaders, and corporate leaders attending. All-State Community
College Academic Team members receive special recognition at these
ceremonies, including medallions and certificates and may include scholarships.



College & University Partners

We are pleased to highlight 15 four-year colleges and universities that have
designated scholarships exclusively to All-Oregon Academic Team members.
Students apply for these scholarships directly through the colleges and
universities that offer them.

OCCA wishes to thank the following four-year institutions for offering transfer
scholarships to this year’s All-Oregon Academic Team:

*  Bushnell University: $1,000 - $13,000
»  Corban University: $2,500 - $14,000
» Eastern Oregon University: $1,000

»  George Fox University: $8,000 - $16,000
* Lewis & Clark College: $1,000 - $2,000
* Linfield University: $1,500

» Oregon Institute of Technology: $1,000

»  Oregon State University: $1,500

*  Pacific University: $2,500

* Portland State University: $1,000

*  University of Oregon: $1,500

*  University of Portland: $1,000

* Warner Pacific University: $1,000

* Western Oregon University: $1,000

* Willamette University: $1,000
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OCCA Board of Directors 2025-26

President: Andrew Speer, Mt. Hood Community College
Vice President: Pat Fahey, Rogue Community College

Board Member: Kristy Inman
President: Dr. ]J. Mark Browning
Blue Mountain Community College

Board Member: Erin Merz
President: Dr. Greg Pereira
Central Oregon Community College

Board Member: Birgitte Ryslinge
President: Dr. Jessica Howard
Chemeketa Community College

Board Member: Jane Reid
President: Dr. Tim Cook
Clackamas Community College

Board Member: Lloyd Mueller
President: Jarrod Hogue
Clatsop Community College

Board Member: Darcy Long
President: Dr. Kenneth Lawson
Columbia Gorge Community College

Board Member: Kate Marquez
President: Dr. Roberto Gutierrez
Klamath Community College

Board Member: Jerry Rust
President: Dr. Stephanie Bulger
Lane Community College

Board Member: Kristin Adams
President: Dr. Lisa Avery
Linn-Benton Community College

Board Member: ShaToyia Bentley
President: Dr. Lisa Skari
Mt. Hood Community College

Board Member: Paul Schuytema
President: Dr. Marshall Mease Roache
Oregon Coast Community College

Board Member: Gina Sanchez Roletto
President: Dr. Adrien Bennings
Portland Community College

Board Member: Pat Fahey
President: Dr. Randy Weber
Rogue Community College

Board Member: Susan Anderson
President: Dr. Patty Scott
Southwestern Oregon Community College

Board Member: Betsy McMahon
President: Dr. Paul Jarrell
Tillamook Bay Community College

Board Member: Stephen Crow
President: Dr. Dana Young
Treasure Valley Community College

Board Member: Steve Loosley
President: Dr. Rachel Pokrandt
Umpgua Community College

Ex-Officio Members: Mary Middleton
Higher Education Coordinating Commission

John Hasegawa
Oregon Education Association

Dawn Watson
Oregon School Boards Association

Michelle Kyle (LBCC) — Oregon
Community College Student Association



OCCA Executive Committee 2025-26

Andrew Speer, President,
Board Member, Mt. Hood
Community College

Pat Fahey, Vice President,
Board Member, Rogue
Community College

Dr. Jessica Howard, Secretary,
President, Chemeketa Community College

Dr. Rachel Pokrandt, Treasurer,
President, Umpqua Community College

Susan Anderson, Member-At-Large,
Board Member, Southwestern
Oregon Community College

Kristin Adams, Member-At-Large,
Board Member, Linn-Benton
Community College

Austin Folnagy, Past President,
Baord Member, Lane
Community College

Dr. J. Mark Browning, Ex-Officio,
Oregon Presidents Council Chair
President, Blue Mountain
Community College

Donna Lewelling, Ex-Officio,
Director, HECC Office of Community
Colleges & Workforce Development

OCCA Member Services Committee 2025-26

Thank you to the OCCA Member Services Committee for their
work in selecting the featured student speakers for the Luncheon!

Pat Fahey, OCCA Vice President,
Chair, Board Member,
Rogue Community College

Dr. Jessica Howard, President,
Chemeketa Community College

Dr. Greg Pereira, President,
Central Oregon Community College

Dave Jensen, Board Member,
Klamath Community College

Jane Reid, Board Member,
Clackamas Community College

Marcia Jensen, Board Member,
Southwestern Oregon Community College

Kim Morgan, Board Member,
Columbia Gorge Community College

Marion Mann, Board Member,
Oregon Coast Community College

Lori Hall, Executive Director of
College Relations and Marketing,
Clackamas Community College

Brett Rowlett, Executive Director
of External Affairs,
Lane Community College

Shannon Franklin, Executive
Assistant to the President,
Blue Mountain Community College

Dina Lasey, Executive Assistant
to President and Board,
Southwestern Oregon Community College

Andrew Speer, Ex-Officio,
OCCA President, Board Member,
Mt. Hood Community College
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Blue Mountain Community College

President: Dr. J. Mark Browning
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Age: 25

GPA: 3.73

Degree: Associate of Science
Oregon Transfer — Business
Transferring to:

Eastern Oregon University

Age: 18

GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of
Arts Oregon Transfer
Transferring to:

Eastern Oregon University

Noah Brunette

Noah faced the challenge of staying motivated
in the aftermath of the pandemic but found
renewed direction through the influence of
friends and family who own and operate
successful small businesses. Noah is exploring
career paths in rental management or
accounting and is building the necessary

skills through coursework. Blue Mountain
Community College has supported Noah'’s
educational journey by providing practical,
career-focused instruction that prepares him
for multiple professional pathways.

Roy Jones

Roy overcame early expectations of

failure and found inspiration in agricultural
innovation, particularly through exposure to
advanced technologies at the Oregon SAGE
Center. Motivated by leaders like Temple
Grandin, Roy plans to pursue a career as

an agricultural robotics engineer, combining
robotics, computing, and agriculture to
improve efficiency and sustainability. Blue
Mountain Community College has supported
Roy’s journey through dedicated faculty,
counseling, and tutoring support, providing
mentorship and academic guidance

that continue to benefit him as

he advances in his studies.



Blue Mountain Community College
President: Dr. J. Mark Browning

Age: 35
GPA: 3.01

Degree: Associate of Applied
Science — Business Administration

Age: 19

GPA: 38

Degree: Associate of Applied
Science — Business Administration

Stephanie Tipton

Stephanie returned to college after more
than a decade away from the classroom,
balancing academic demands with work and
personal responsibilities while pursuing a
degree in Business Administration. Through
structured study habits, persistence, and
strong academic performance, confidence
was rebuilt and organizational and problem-
solving skills were strengthened. With

a natural aptitude for organization and
administrative systems, Stephanie plans to
pursue a career as an Office Specialist at
Eastern Oregon Correctional Institution and
build long-term professional growth in the
field. Blue Mountain Community College
has supported Stephanie’s journey through
academic resources, career preparation,
resume development, and faculty mentorship,
preparing for continued success.

Katheryn Gomez

Katheryn developed a powerful sense of
self-discipline early in her college experience,
building consistent study habits and learning
to stay motivated and ahead of deadlines.
Inspired by a lifelong interest in organization
and helping others, Katheryn chose to major
in Business Administration to prepare for a
career as a secretary or receptionist. Her
goal is to create a welcoming, efficient office
environment where customers feel supported
and valued. Blue Mountain Community
College has supported Katheryn’s journey
through dedicated advising and faculty
mentorship that have encouraged her
academic growth and reinforced her
confidence in future career success.




Central Oregon Community College

President: Dr. Greg Pereira

Age: 21

GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of Arts
Oregon Transfer — Economics
Transferring to:

University of Oregon

Age: 35

GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of
Applied Science in Nursing

Talia Stockwell

Talia’s greatest challenge was taking the first
step toward college, having never planned to
pursue higher education and becoming the
first in the family to do so. Support received
through dual-enrollment Chinese courses
at Central Oregon Community College
provided the confidence to enroll full-time
and continue an academic journey. Talia’s
goals include pursuing a career in climate
resilience planning, with a focus on helping
communities prepare for and withstand the
impacts of climate change. Central Oregon
Community College has supported Talia’s
journey through strong faculty mentorship,
leadership opportunities, and a community-
centered learning environment,
empowering service as
Student Body President.

Amanda Payne

Amanda took a bold step away from a long-
standing career in hospitality management to
pursue a new path in healthcare, overcoming
uncertainty and self-doubt about returning
to school. Inspired by a lifelong interest in
pediatric care and the human body, she is
pursuing nursing with the goal of working as
a registered nurse in pediatric or perinatal
specialties. Amanda’s leadership experience
and commitment to academic excellence have
strengthened her preparation for a career

in healthcare. Central Oregon Community
College has supported her journey through
dedicated faculty mentorship, a welcoming
learning environment, and the resources
needed to succeed in a rigorous

nursing program.



Central Oregon Community College

President: Dr. Greg Pereira

Age: 31

GPA: 3.66

Degree: Associate of Applied
Science — Addiction Counseling
and Behavioral Health

Age: 21
GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of Arts
Oregon Transfer — Physics
Transferring to:
University of Oregon or
Oregon State University

Julian Hasbun

Julian returned to college after a decade
away, navigating trauma, parenthood, identity
transitions, and the challenge of learning to
stay present in academic spaces. Through
resilience and self-trust, Julian rebuilt
confidence and found purpose in Behavioral
Health and Addiction Counseling. Drawing
from lived experience, Julian is committed to
becoming a Licensed Professional Counselor
serving children and families impacted

by trauma, abuse, and addiction. Central
Oregon Community College has supported
Julian’s journey through compassionate
faculty mentorship and a powerful sense of
community that has made persistence

and growth possible.

Colton Sachs

Colton began college studying computer
science but realized the path did not align
with his personal passion. At Central Oregon
Community College, Colton discovered a
strong interest in physics and a desire to
contribute to research at the frontiers of
scientific knowledge. Currently engaged

in particle physics, biomechanics, and
superconductor research, Colton plans to
pursue a PhD and conduct research at the
intersection of physics and medicine while
continuing to teach and mentor future STEM
students. Central Oregon Community
College’s small class sizes, faculty mentorship,
and close-knit academic community have
been instrumental in shaping his path and
fostering academic growth.



Chemeketa Community College

President: Dr. Jessica Howard

Age: 37

GPA: 3.6

Degree: Associate of Arts
Oregon Transfer & Associate of
General Studies

Transferring to:

Oregon State University

Age: 34

GPA: 3.86

Degree: Associate of

Arts Oregon Transfer
Transferring to:

Western Oregon University

Jay Freilinger

Jay rebuilt his life and identity after release
from prison, choosing to pursue education
while maintaining sobriety and reestablishing
stability for family. Through Chemeketa’s
College Inside Program, Jay discovered

his strong academic ability and a renewed
sense of purpose. What began as a way to
pass the time transformed into a pathway
for long-term opportunity. Jay is continuing
his education after his release, focusing on
expanding educational and career possibilities
while building a stable future. Chemeketa
Community College has supported Jay’s
journey through academic guidance, flexible
learning options, and faculty mentorship that
have strengthened confidence and reinforced
personal and academic growth.

Loren House

Loren returned to college and successfully
adjusted to the demands of academic life

by developing strong time management and
organizational skills. Inspired by her passion
for working with children, Loren is pursuing a
degree in Elementary Education with the goal
of becoming an elementary school teacher.

In addition to coursework, Loren volunteers
at a local elementary school to gain hands-
on classroom experience. Chemeketa
Community College has supported

her journey through academic advising,
community involvement opportunities, and a
sturdy foundation for transfer

and career preparation.




Chemeketa Community College

President: Dr. Jessica Howard

Blayne Turner

Blayne faced a life-changing cancer diagnosis
during the middle of the academic term

but remained committed to academic
success throughout treatment and recovery.
Originally planning to study psychology,
Blayne shifted focus to neuroscience to
pursue more research-driven, empirical
approaches to understanding and improving
mental health. Blayne’s long-term goal is

to become a neuroscientist specializing

in psychological and medical applications,

- contributing to emerging technologies that
Age: 21 restore brain function and improve quality

GPA: 39 of life. Chemeketa Community College
Degree: Associate of has supported Blayne’s journey through
Arts Oregon Transfer programs such as PTK and TRIO, along
Transferring to: with dedicated faculty mentorship that has
Oregon State University strengthened confidence and preparation

for advanced study.
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Clackamas Community College
President: Dr. Tim Cook

Ray Baurer

Ray encountered a lack of advanced
coursework at the high school level and
chose to pursue dual-enrollment courses at
Clackamas Community College beginning
freshman year to seek greater academic
challenge and opportunity. Driven by a
passion for science and justice, Ray plans

to pursue studies in Biology and Criminal
Justice, with the goal of a career in forensic
science or FBI evidence collection. Clackamas
Community College has supported Ray’s
preparation for success by providing

Age: 18 affordable access to advanced coursework,
GPA: 4.0 a supportive learning environment,
Degree: Associate of and dedicated faculty.

Arts Oregon Transfer
Transferring to:

Western Oregon University
or Pacific University

Samuel Power

Samuel returned to Clackamas Community
College after a decade away from school
while navigating major life changes, including
a chronic autoimmune diagnosis and personal
transition. Drawn to biochemistry and
environmental science, Samuel is pursuing

a path in bioremediation with the goal of
becoming a bioremediation specialist or
industrial waste microbiologist. Motivated by
a commitment to environmental restoration
and scientific innovation, Samuel plans to
continue advanced study toward a doctorate.

Age: 33 Clackamas Community College has

GPA: 3.89 supported Samuel’s journey through strong
Degree: Associate of Science campus community, academic resources,
Oregon Transfer — Biology student leadership opportunities, and faculty
Transferring to: mentorship that have fostered both belonging

Oregon State University and academic growth.



Clackamas Community College
President: Dr. Tim Cook

Age: 39

GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of Science;
Medical Assisting Certificate

Tosha Welch

Tosha returned to college after 11 years

as a stay-at-home mother, balancing full-
time coursework, work responsibilities, and
raising two active children while navigating
personal loss. Through resilience, family
support, and strong time-management skills,
Tosha remained committed to educational
goals. Tosha was drawn to healthcare for its
stability and opportunity to serve others,
and she is pursuing a career as a medical
assistant and building a solid foundation in
patient care. Clackamas Community College
has supported Tosha’s journey through clear
academic planning, scholarship connections,
and workforce resources that have

made returning to school both

achievable and empowering.
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Clatsop Community College
President: Jarrod Hogue
:l[ Fiona Giselle Hackett

g Fiona returned to college after personal
loss and the disruptions of the pandemic,
overcoming self-doubt and imposter
syndrome to reclaim her educational path.
With the support of her TRIO advisor

and the Clatsop Community College
community, she rebuilt her confidence and
discovered her voice. Inspired by a lifelong
love of storytelling and narrative, Fiona

is pursuing a career as a creative writer.
Clatsop Community College has supported
her journey through compassionate

Age: 28 mentorship and an inclusive environment
GPA: 4.0 that empowered her to grow both

Degree: Associate personally and academically.
of Arts in English

Transferring to:
Lewis and Clark College
or Yale University

b
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Acadia Dwyer

Acadia has balanced rigorous coursework,
work responsibilities, and personal wellness
by developing strong organizational skills
and prioritizing self-care. Inspired by her
own experience navigating an autoimmune
disorder and life-saving treatments, she is
pursuing a path toward earning a PharmD
and degrees in pharmaceutical sciences. She
is building a strong academic foundation
with advanced math and science coursework
while gaining hands-on experience as a
pharmacy technician. Clatsop Community

Age: 20 College has supported her journey through
GPA: 4.0 rigorous instruction and dedicated faculty
Degree: Associate of mentorship, preparing her for success in a
Arts Oregon Transfer competitive healthcare field.

Transferring to:
Linfield University



Columbia Gorge Community College

President: Dr. Kenny Lawson

GPA: 3.69

Degree: Associate of Science
Transferring to:
University of Washington

Age: 51

GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of

Arts Oregon Transfer
Transferring to: Undecided

Jordan MacCormack

Jordan has balanced the challenge of
rigorous time management while being

a three-sport athlete, supporting family
responsibilities, and staying actively involved
in campus clubs at Columbia Gorge
Community College. This has taught Jordan
to buckle down and set priorities, even
studying late into the night or while riding
the bus. Drawn to math and science, Jordan
is pursuing an engineering career and is
building a solid foundation through advanced
math and science coursework. Columbia
Gorge Community College has supported
Jordan’s journey by providing leadership
opportunities, community involvement, and
a solid academic base that positions Jordan
for success when transferring to a university.

Danni Dooley

Danni balanced school, work, and home
responsibilities while developing strong
time-management skills to stay on track
academically. Currently working as a youth
outreach worker for a nonprofit serving
teens, Danni is transferring to pursue a
bachelor’s degree in social work with the
goal of becoming a Licensed Social Worker.
Columbia Gorge Community College has
supported Danni’s journey through clear
academic planning and financial aid assistance,
including grants and scholarships that have
made continued education possible.




Klamath Community College

President: Dr. Roberto Gutierrez

Sharissa Whitson

Sharissa balanced the demands of a rigorous
healthcare program while fulfilling the roles of
wife, mother of two, and full-time caregiver.
This required strong discipline, resilience,
and time management. Drawn to hands-on
patient care, Sharissa is pursuing a career in
surgical technology and is actively developing
the clinical, academic, and leadership skills
needed for success in the operating room.
Klamath Community College has supported
Sharissa’s journey through personalized

o instruction, faculty mentorship, and hands-
Age: 29 on training that have strengthened her

GPA: 3.88 confidence and prepared her
Degree: Associate of Applied for a career in healthcare.

Science — Surgical Technology

Brooklyn Lally

Brooklyn balanced the demands of full-time
work and motherhood after becoming a
parent just days after graduating high school,
returning to college with determination and
resilience. Drawing from lived experience
with addiction and domestic violence,
Brooklyn chose to major in Criminal Justice
to advocate for and protect those without
support. The long-term goal is to become

a detective, with hopes of serving in a
missing or murdered persons unit. Klamath
Community College has supported Brooklyn’s

Age: 21 journey through faculty mentorship,

GPA: 3.847 understanding, and academic guidance that
Degree: Associate of Applied have helped build confidence and momentum
Science in Criminal Justice; toward a career in public service.

Criminal Justice Certificate



Klamath Community College

President: Roberto Gutierrez

Crimson Eckles

Crimson balances full-time work as a
medical assistant while raising children as a
single parent and pursuing higher education,
developing strong discipline and time-
management skills along the way. Inspired
by a calling to provide compassionate,
hands-on care, Crimson is working toward
a nursing career with goals of becoming an
operating room or labor and delivery nurse.
Klamath Community College has supported
Crimson’s journey through advising, tutoring
resources, and flexible scheduling that have
Age: 35 helped build confidence and prepare for the

GPA: 3.646 next step in healthcare.
Degree: Associate of

Applied Science in Nursing




Lane Community College
President: Dr. Stephanie Bulger

Aissatou Diallo

Determined to pursue her goal of studying
in the United States, Aissatou devoted
herself to learning English while growing

up in a French-speaking country. Through
self-directed study and persistence, she

built the language skills needed to succeed
academically. Inspired by food insecurity

in her home country, Aissatou is studying
business at Lane Community College with
the goal of becoming an entrepreneur in the
agricultural sector. Lane Community College
has supported her journey through accessible

Age: 21 tutoring services and academic resources
GPA: 3753 that have strengthened her
Degree: Associate of Science confidence and success.

Oregon Transfer — Business
Transferring to:
University of Oregon

Larea Guido-May

Larea returned to college in her 30s

after years of doubting academic ability

as a neurodivergent student, rebuilding
confidence through persistence and
consistent achievement. Drawn to art,
photography, and storytelling, Larea is
pursuing a path toward becoming a creative
director and photographer focused on
identity, transformation, and self-expression.
Alongside academic studies, Larea is
developing a professional portfolio and
creative business in preparation for university
Age: 35 transfer and long-term leadership in the

GPA: 34 creative field. Lane Community College
Degree: Associate of has supported her journey through faculty
Arts Oregon Transfer mentorship, leadership opportunities, and
Transferring to: academic recognition that have strengthened

University of Oregon both artistic growth and personal confidence.



Linn-Benton Community College
President: Dr. Lisa Avery

GPA: 3.52
Degree: Associate of Science in
Arc Welding & Fabrications

Age: 35

GPA: 3.58

Degree: Associate

of Science in Nursing
Transferring to: Undecided

Colton Whittier

Colton was introduced to welding in high
school but did not see it as a long-term path
until researching the field, seeking advice from
experienced welders, and discovering the
program at Linn-Benton Community College.
As skills progressed, Colton set sights on
becoming a certified welding inspector or
pursuing non-destructive testing. While at
Linn-Benton Community College, Colton

has learned to balance work, finances, and
academic demands while managing everyday
responsibilities. Instructors and college staff
have supported Colton’s success through
clear communication, flexibility, and
guidance with coursework, registration,
and financial aid, creating a

supportive and accessible
learning environment.

Rebecca Thomas

Rebecca planned to attend college after
high school but was not yet prepared

for its challenges. Upon returning to
complete an education, Rebecca learned
to prioritize what mattered and let go of
what no longer aligned with long-term
goals, strengthening adaptability and
resilience as the path evolved. Drawn to
healthcare, Rebecca enrolled in the pre-
nursing track at Linn-Benton Community
College and is working toward a goal of
becoming a nurse practitioner specializing
in geriatric care. Linn-Benton Community
College has supported Rebecca’s success
through access to campus resources, as
well as dedicated faculty who are open and
supportive, making a meaningful difference
in Rebecca’s educational experience.



Linn-Benton Community College
President: Dr. Lisa Avery

Age: 31

GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of
Science in Anthropology
Transferring to:
Oregon State University

Age: 19

GPA: 3.94

Degree: Associate of
Science — History
Transferring to:
Western Oregon University

Savannah West

Savannah returned to college as a non-
traditional student after years of instability
and interrupted opportunity, rebuilding
confidence and an academic path at Linn-
Benton Community College. Drawn to
anthropology and journalism, Savannah plans
to pursue a career as a published author

and investigative journalist focused on

human rights, social justice, and marginalized
voices. Linn-Benton Community College has
supported Savannah’s journey by providing an
accessible, supportive learning environment,
strong faculty mentorship, and a
foundation for academic
and professional growth.

Carter McAleer

Carter embraces academic challenges and
views rigorous coursework as an essential
part of growth and learning. With a strong
interest in history and civic engagement,
Carter is preparing to transfer to Western
Oregon University to study Public Policy
and Administration, with the goal of building
a career in policy development. Active
involvement in co-curricular programs and
public service has strengthened analytical,
writing, and debate skills essential to the
field. Linn-Benton Community College

has supported Carter’s path by providing
meaningful leadership opportunities, including
work with the Civil Discourse program, and
the flexibility to tailor coursework toward
long-term academic and professional goals.



Mt. Hood Community College

President: Dr. Lisa Skari

GPA: 39
Degree: Associate of
Science in Respiratory Care

Age: 40

GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of
Science in Cybersecurity

Jaysie Fox

Jaysie has long known a desire to pursue a
career in healthcare, inspired by shadowing
an aunt, a respiratory therapist, at age

18. Pursuing this goal has required careful
financial planning, especially while completing
a demanding program that includes two 12-
hour clinical rotations each week and limits
the ability to work. Jaysie views a career as

a respiratory therapist as both fulfilling and
supportive of long-term financial stability
and values how Mt. Hood Community
College has provided academic challenge and
preparation for exam success.

Bronson Barlow

Bronson understands that success often
requires sacrifice. As a father of four,

with another child on the way, Bronson
balances work, school, and the demands of
a growing family, often studying late into

the night after children are asleep. A lifelong
computer enthusiast, Bronson is fascinated
by how computers and the internet function
and their impact on the world. Bronson
plans to continue education at Mt. Hood
Community College, pursuing a bachelor’s
degree with the goal of becoming a network
administrator, penetration tester, or digital
forensic analyst. Mt. Hood Community
College has supported Bronson through
financial aid guidance, essential resources,
and a supportive campus environment.



Mt. Hood Community College

President: Dr. Lisa Skari

i

Age: 30
GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of
Arts in Graphic Design
Transferring to:
Portland State University

Rhuan Carneiro

Rhuan faced the challenge of moving from
Brazil to the United States to pursue
education, all while navigating a new culture,
language, and financial constraints as an
international student. A creative professional
with prior experience running a marketing
agency, Rhuan is pursuing a career as a
Creative Director, using design to help
nonprofits, churches, and educational
organizations communicate meaningful
messages. At Mt. Hood Community College,
Rhuan has developed key skills through
hands-on campus projects, leadership roles,
and student involvement, building confidence
and gaining the experience needed to
advance professional goals.




Oregon Coast Community College

President: Dr. Marshall Mease Roache

Age: 36

GPA: 3.83

Degree: Associate of
Arts Oregon Transfer
Transferring to:
Portland State University

Age: 20
GPA: 39

Degree: Associate of Applied
Science in Nursing

Amanda Cherryholmes

Amanda, a first-generation college student,
navigated the challenge of pursuing higher
education while avoiding significant debt

by carefully researching financial aid,
scholarships, and degree planning. Growing
up witnessing the impacts of trauma, poverty,
and systemic barriers inspired Amanda to
pursue studies focused on social services and
policy. She plans to build a career in social
work and policy development, working to
improve systems that support vulnerable
communities. Oregon Coast Community
College has supported this journey through
accessible education, supportive faculty,

and an environment that has strengthened
confidence and prepared her for continued
study and community impact.

Hailey Moreschini

Hailey faced the profound loss of an older
sister while continuing to pursue academic
goals, drawing strength and motivation
from the experience to stay focused on the
future. Inspired by a long-standing interest
in healthcare, Hailey is beginning a path

in nursing with plans to continue toward
becoming a psychiatrist. Hailey is building

a sturdy foundation for advanced study in
medicine through her involvement in the
Student Excellence Program, an honors
society, and community volunteering. Oregon
Coast Community College has supported
Hailey’s journey through dedicated faculty,
success coaching, and programs that foster
academic achievement and personal growth.



Portland Community College
President: Dr. Adrien Bennings

Tommy Le

Tommy balances full-time work with part-
time study at Portland Community College,
carefully managing his course load during
demanding project cycles to maintain
long-term momentum and avoid burnout.
He chose his major to directly support

his professional growth, applying what he
learns in class to real-world projects in

his current role. Tommy plans to become

a Salesforce developer and is building the
technical skills needed to reach that goal.
Portland Community College has supported
his journey through practical, career-focused
coursework and a flexible remote format that

Degree: Associate Degree — allows him to advance his education
Computer Information Systems while working full-time.

Javad Ramazani

Javad navigated the challenges of adapting to
a new academic system as an international
student while mastering advanced digital
technologies. Through self-discipline and
persistence, he maintained a 4.0 GPA and
earned admission to the University Honors
College at PSU. Building on a foundation

in traditional visual arts, Javad is pursuing a
career as a VFX artist and digital generalist,
blending fine arts with advanced computer
graphics. Portland Community College has
supported Javad’s education by providing

Age: 53 rigorous coursework and faculty mentorship
GPA: 4.0 that strengthened both his technical
Degree: Associate expertise and creative vision.

of General Studies
Transferring to:
Portland State University



Portland Community College
President: Dr. Adrien Bennings

Muhunga Munga

Muhunga has navigated the challenge of
financial instability while supporting family
responsibilities, balancing personal stability
with academic success. Growing up in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, he witnessed
systemic challenges that sparked his interest
in how strong infrastructure and governance
can transform communities. He plans to
begin his career in civil or construction
engineering to build technical expertise
before advancing into economics and public
leadership roles. Portland Community

Age: 24 College has supported his journey through
GPA: 3.42 mentorship and professional opportunities
Degree: Associate of that have strengthened both his academic
Science Oregon Transfer foundation and long-term vision.

Transferring to:
Portland State University or
George Fox University

Inara Goude

Inara faced the challenge of transitioning

from high school to the increased academic
demands of college, learning the importance
of organization, scheduling, and time
management. Drawn to science and its role in
public safety, she is building a strong academic
foundation in preparation for a career as a
forensic pathologist. Portland Community
College has supported her journey by offering
flexible scheduling, supportive faculty, and an
environment that reignited her excitement for
learning and helped her stay on track toward
her long-term goals.

Age: 19

GPA: 3.96

Degree: Associate of
Science Oregon Transfer;
Associate of Science in
Business Oregon Transfer
Transferring to:
University of Puget Sound




Portland Community College
President: Dr. Adrien Bennings

Stephen Zeller

Stephen returned to college after more than
30 years away from the classroom, initially
uncertain about his academic abilities.
Through consistency and determination, he
discovered that his life experience was an
asset rather than a limitation. Inspired by
working in an ICU during the COVID-19
pandemic, and strengthened by his own
recovery journey, Stephen is pursuing a
career as a registered nurse. Portland
Community College has supported his
= path through dedicated advising and
Age: 57 clear academic planning, helping
GPA: 4.0 him build confidence and stay

Degree: Nursing Prerequisites on track toward his goal.
Transferring to:

Portland Community
College or Oregon
Health & Science University

Michelle Osburn Eliot

Michelle overcame long-standing challenges
with test anxiety and focus after being
diagnosed with ADHD in 2023, gaining

the tools and support needed to return

to college with confidence. After years of
experience in recruiting administration,
Michelle is pursuing an AS Oregon Transfer
Business degree to strengthen professional
skills and expand leadership opportunities.
Michelle’s long term career goals include
leading a Recruiting, Safety, and HR Audit
and Compliance team. Portland Community
College has supported Michelle’s success
through strong advising, accessible resources,
and an environment that encourages growth
and professional development.

Age: 44
GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of Science
Oregon Transfer — Business
Transferring to: Undecided



Portland Community College
President: Dr. Adrien Bennings

Jayden Brokaw

Jayden has balanced work, academics, and
periods of housing instability while pursuing
higher education, developing resilience and
strong time-management skills along the
way. Jayden is currently studying General
Studies with plans to transfer into Political
Science. Jayden is driven by a long-standing
interest in public policy and its impact on
communities, with a long-term goal to pursue
a career in politics or political science and
contribute to meaningful public service.
Portland Community College has supported

Age: 21 Jayden’s journey by providing affordable
GPA: 3.68 access to higher education, flexible pathways,
Degree: Associate and a supportive environment that makes

of General Studies continued academic progress possible.

Transferring to: Undecided

Lyman Hayward

Lyman returned to college after losing his
job and transferred to Portland Community
College to complete a degree he first started
in 2007. Determined to turn a setback into
an opportunity, Lyman refocused on building
skills that combine interests in technology,
design, and construction. Lyman is studying
drafting and design with the goal of pursuing
a bachelor’s degree and building a career
that bridges computer-based design and the
construction industry. Lyman’s long-term

Age: 48 goal is to establish a practice specializing in
GPA: 38 residential renovation, remodeling, and new
Degree: Associate of construction drafting. Portland Community
Applied Science in College has supported Lyman’s journey
Architectural Design & Drafting through strong academic instruction,
Transferring to: supportive faculty, and collaboration with
Portland State University or classmates who have helped strengthen both

Arizona State University his technical skills and confidence.



Other recognized PCC students:

Portland
Community
College’
Portland
Communrty
College’

@ Portland
Communrty
College’

Brooklyn Hazel

Age: 20

GPA: 3.75

Degree: Criminal Justice
Transferring to: Undecided

Yuliet Bernal Pedroza
Age: 20
GPA: 4.0

Degree: Dentistry
Transferring to: Pacific University

Jenny Davis

Age: 35

GPA: 3.83

Degree: Psychology,
Sociology, Social Sciences
Transferring to: Undecided




Rogue Community College
President: Dr. Randy VWeber

Michael Jewett

Michael is a Veteran who chose to start
college after a successful career in restaurant
management. Michael soon discovered a
strong interest in English and Humanities
and shifted his studies to better align with
his strengths and experience. Michael plans
to combine his background in the hospitality
industry with coursework in humanities,
business, computing, and communication to
pursue leadership or human resources roles.
Rogue Community College has supported
Michael’s return to high education through
Age: 64 dedicated faculty, advisors, and TRIO staff
GPA: 40 who have provided guidance, encouragement,

Degree: Assoc.|ate and connection to key resources.
of General Studies

Transferring to:
Southern Oregon University

Steven “Rex” Vaughan

Steven faced the challenge of limited computer
skills at the start of college, making it

difficult to navigate required technology and
coursework. With support from instructors,
Steven developed the digital skills needed for
academic success. Drawn to hands-on, skilled
work, Steven plans to pursue a career as a
boilermaker or welder. Rogue Community
College has supported Steven’s journey by
providing industry-recognized training and
certifications that prepare for success in

the skilled trades.

Age: 17

GPA: 3.94

Degree: Associate of Applied
Science in welding technology &
four welding certificates




Rogue Community College
President: Dr. Randy VWeber

Crystal Fuller

Crystal has balanced full-time work, nursing
school, and raising a family of seven while
navigating the financial demands of higher
education. This experience has built
resilience, strengthened the ability to access
and share campus resources, and supported
growth as both a student and a leader
among peers. Drawn to nursing through a
lifelong commitment to caring for others
and more than 20 years of experience as

a medical assistant, Crystal is on track to

' graduate as a Registered Nurse and plans to
Age: 38 continue toward becoming a Family Nurse

GPA: 3.51 Practitioner. Rogue Community College
Degree: Associate has supported Crystal’s journey through
of Science in Nursing dedicated faculty and instructional support,
Transferring to: helping maintain academic excellence and
Oregon Health & Science prepare for providing compassionate, high-
University through Southern quality care in the community.

Oregon University

Carrie-Michelle Miller

Carrie-Michelle balances full-time coursework
while raising four children, a feat that requires
her to maintain academic excellence through
determination, dedicated support systems,
and a commitment to giving her best effort.
Drawing from lived experience overcoming
addiction, homelessness, poverty, and child
welfare involvement, Carrie-Michelle chose to
major in human services to help others build
resilience and pursue recovery. She plans to
begin her career as a certified alcohol and
drug counselor and continue her education

to become a licensed clinical social worker.
Rogue Community College has supported
her journey through financial assistance,
faculty encouragement, and consistent
mentorship that have reinforced
her confidence and success.

GPA: 3.88

Degree: Associate of
Science in Human Services
Transferring to:
Portland State University




Rogue Community College
President: Dr. Randy VWeber

Brooke Brown

Brooke balances the demands of Rogue
Community College’s rigorous dental hygiene
program while raising three active children
and managing financial pressures from
reduced work hours. Through strong time-
management skills and determination, she
remains focused on completing the program
and building a better future for her family.
Brooke plans to channel her passion for oral
health and its connection to overall wellness
by working as a dental hygienist in Southern
Oregon. There she can provide patient

Age: 49 education and high-quality care, with a long-
GPA: 40 term goal of returning to Rogue Community
Degree: Associate of Applied College as an instructor. Rogue Community
Science in Dental Hygiene College has supported her journey through

a powerful sense of community, dedicated
faculty mentorship, and a program that
prepares her for success in the field.

Salvitore Campione

Salvitore rediscovered a passion for learning
at Rogue Community College, finding
motivation through hands-on challenges in
the automotive shop and the satisfaction of
repairing what once did not work. Inspired
by early experiences working on personal
vehicles, Salvitore is building a career in
automotive technology and has already
earned seven of eight ASE certifications —
credentials typically pursued after years of
field experience. Salvitore’s goal is to become
a Master Technician and establish a respected

Age: 25 career in the industry. Rogue Community
GPA: 3.86 College has supported Salvitore’s journey
Degree: Associate of Applied through intensive, hands-on training that
Science in Automotive combines technical instruction with real-

Technology world shop experience.



Rogue Community College
President: Dr. Randy VWeber

Age: 42

GPA: 3.87

Degree: Associate of
Science Oregon Transfer
Transferring to:
Oregon State University

Guy Lamar Hughes

Guy returned to college after growing up
in poverty and overcoming trauma, initially
unsure if higher education was possible.
Choosing to step forward despite fear, Guy
rebuilt his confidence one college class at

a time and discovered a strong aptitude

for math and technology. Guy is pursuing
computer science with plans to expand into
cybersecurity and business. Guy aspires to
become an IT administrator and eventually
serve as a Chief Information Officer, giving
back to the institution that transformed

his life. Rogue Community College has
supported Guy’s journey through an
engaged campus community, dedicated
faculty and staff, and counseling resources
that have strengthened both academic
success and personal growth.




Southwestern Oregon Community College

President: Dr. Patty Scott

Age: 63

GPA: 3.7

Degree: Associate of
Science in Human Services

Age: 41

GPA: 3.2

Degree: Associate of
Applied Science in Nursing
Transferring to: Oregon
Health & Sciences University

Joy Gathings

Joy’s passion for learning has demonstrated
that life’s challenges do not define what is
possible. With support from Southwestern
Oregon Community College and a
community internship, Joy discovered
personal potential and a clear sense of
purpose. Inspired by this journey, Joy plans
to establish a center that supports survivors
of domestic violence by addressing addiction,
building essential life skills, and offering classes
and events that help individuals move toward
safer, healthier, and more fulfilling lives.

Ruthie Anderson-Castro

Ruthie returned to school as an adult
while raising a family and managing financial
responsibilities, overcoming uncertainty
with determination and courage. Ruthie
has felt a lifelong calling to care for others,
inspired by the legacy of her grandmother
who served as a nurse. Ruthie is pursuing a
career as a registered nurse with plans to
complete a Bachelor of Science in Nursing at
OHSU. Southwestern Oregon Community
College has been foundational to Ruthie’s
journey, beginning with support in earning
her GED and continuing with consistent
encouragement, academic guidance, and
resources that have built confidence and
momentum toward her healthcare career.



Tillamook Bay Community College

President: Dr. Paul Jarrell

Age: 40

GPA: 3.9

Degree: Associate in Business
Administration — Accounting
Transferring to:

Eastern Oregon University

Age: 23

GPA: 3.88

Degree: Associate of
Science in Forestry
Transferring to:
Oregon State University

Daniel Reid

Determined to create new opportunities,
Daniel returned to school to pursue

a degree that builds on 11 years of
career experience and supports a goal

of becoming a CPA. Inspired by a late
aunt, Daniel aims to work for a tax and
accounting firm, with the possibility of
eventually starting a business. Tillamook
Bay Community College scholarships
have made it possible for Daniel to
pursue this education without
relying solely on student loans.

Nicole Johnson

Nicole has overcome the challenge of
commuting long distances from Scappoose
to pursue her forestry degree at Tillamook
Bay Community College, balancing the
financial and physical demands of travel while
staying committed to her education. Inspired
by her passion for forest ecosystems and
hands-on outdoor work, Nicole is earning
her Associate of Science in Forestry and
gaining experience through internships as she
prepares to transfer and continue her studies.
Nicole plans to become a forester working
in either the private sector or public service.
Tillamook Bay Community College has
supported her journey through scholarships,
mentorship in the first-generation program,
and a clear transfer pathway that keeps

her on track for success.



Tillamook Bay Community College

President: Dr. Paul Jarrell

Age: 26

GPA: 38

Degree: Associate of Science in
Business Administration

W

TILLAMOOK BAY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Age: 31

GPA: 3.94

Degree: Associate of Science
Oregon Transfer - Business
Transferring to:

Portland State University

Marcella Heath

After personal setbacks, Marcella made

the courageous decision to leave a valued
workplace and pursue higher education,
overcoming self-doubt by leaning into
connection and support from family,
friends, and instructors. Inspired by years

in the workforce and a desire to promote
compassionate leadership, Marcella is
studying business and law with the goal of
becoming an employment attorney and
advocating for individuals facing workplace
discrimination. Marcella plans to pursue a JD/
MBA and continue serving others through
employment law or talent management.
Tillamook Bay Community College has
supported her journey through faculty
mentorship, civic engagement opportunities,
networking, and scholarship support

that have strengthened both professional
direction and personal confidence.

Jamie Oldenkamp

Jamie’s long-term goal of owning a small
business led Jaimie to pursue a degree in
business and entrepreneurship. When faced
with the challenge of how to afford college,
Jamie earned scholarships through strong
academic performance and determination.
Tillamook Bay Community College has
supported Jamie’s journey through financial
assistance, tutoring services, and hands-on
guidance in navigating the college system,
laying a solid foundation for future

business success.




Treasure Valley Community College
President: Dr. Dana Young

Age: 42

GPA: 37363

Degree: Associate of
Applied Science in Nursing
Transferring to:

Boise State University

Age: 27

GPA: 3.91

Degree: Associate of
Science in Natural Resources
Transferring to:
University of Idaho

Meghan Moore

Meghan balanced rigorous prerequisite
coursework while navigating significant

health challenges, managing appointments

and academic demands with resilience and
proactive planning. Inspired by a family legacy
in healthcare and a commitment to serving
others, Meghan is pursuing nursing with

the goal of becoming a Doctor of Nursing
Practice specializing in acute and geriatric care
for rural populations. Concurrently earning

a BSN while completing RN requirements,
Meghan is preparing for continued advanced
study. Treasure Valley Community College
has supported this journey through
exceptional faculty, student services, and
hands-on guidance that have made returning
to college after a long gap both
accessible and empowering.

Michelle Grove

Michelle made the courageous decision

to leave a stable full-time job to return to
school, overcoming fears of failure while
balancing part-time work and full-time
coursework. Michelle’s passion for wildlife
and natural resources inspired her to
pursue a career in habitat restoration

and wildlife management. Through
internships, volunteer work, and field
experience, Michelle is actively building
skills for a future in conservation, with
particular interest in working with the
Forest Service. Treasure Valley Community
College has supported Michelle’s journey
through dedicated advising, strong faculty
mentorship, and valuable networking
opportunities that have strengthened both
confidence and career preparation.



Treasure Valley Community College
President: Dr. Dana Young

Courtney Reese

Courtney navigated the challenge of
completing coursework fully online while
balancing school and personal responsibilities,
developing strong discipline and time-
management skills. Driven by a passion for
helping others and serving the community,
Courtney is pursuing a career as a surgical
technologist, playing a vital role in patient
care during critical moments. Treasure

Valley Community College has supported
Courtney’s journey through dedicated faculty
mentorship and responsive instruction that
Age: 32 have strengthened Courtney’s confidence and
GPA: 3.7 academic success.
Degree: Pre Associate

of Applied Science in

Surgical Technologist

Umpqua Community College
President: Dr. Rachel Pokrandt

Luna Lopez

Luna was homeschooled through middle
school and earned a GED before enrolling
at Umpqua Community College at age 17,
initially facing the challenge of adjusting

to a college environment and academic
expectations. With support from instructors
and campus resources, Luna discovered
confidence and a passion for physics. Luna
now plans to pursue advanced degrees in
astrophysics, with the long-term goal of
developing sustainable artificial gravity, and
credits Umpqua Community College with
providing the support and encouragement
that made this academic path possible.

Age: 18

GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate of
Arts Oregon Transfer
Transferring to:
University of Oregon



Umpqua Community College
President: Dr. Rachel Pokrandt

Age: 43

GPA: 4.0

Degree: Associate
of Science in Nursing
Transferring to:
Oregon Health &
Science University

Age: 32

GPA: 40

Degree: Associate of Civil
Engineering & Forest Engineering
Transferring to:

Oregon State University or
Oregon Institute of Technology

Noelani Davis

Noelani faced the challenge of working in a
male-dominated commercial fishing industry
in Alaska, developing resilience, confidence,
and the ability to demonstrate capability

in demanding conditions. Through this
experience, Noelani served as an on-site
medical responder during emergencies,
which inspired the pursuit of nursing.
Noelani plans to become a forensic nurse,
supporting survivors of abuse, violence, and
trauma. Umpqua Community College has
supported Noelani’s educational journey by
providing a welcoming environment, strong
academic resources, and opportunities for
personal and professional growth.

Sean Brady

Sean navigated significant personal challenges
while remaining committed to his academic
goals and long-term career aspirations. With
a strong aptitude for mathematics, Sean
chose to pursue engineering and is currently
exploring career paths in civil engineering

or STEM education. Through hands-on
experience, including teaching an introductory
ArcGIS course, Sean has developed a strong
interest in sharing technical knowledge with
others. Umpqua Community College has
supported his journey through internships,
mentorship, and opportunities that have
strengthened both technical expertise

and leadership skills.
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